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here till Sunday to accept the invitations extended "by  Ramadasu Pantulu
and  Sirasthadar  Venkanna  Pantulu.
There are a good number of businessmen in this town. Silk cloth is
made here and sold. Houses are spaciously built but are thatched. The thatching
of the roofs is woven in ranges one above the other but these people do not
use split bamboo pieces to tighten the grass and tie it. Perhaps the wind here
is not of that speed as it is elsewhere. All commodities are available here.
ZrdJuly, 1831
On Sunday the third we set out at four in the evening to a place, called
Ichhapur which is twelve miles away and arrived at that place by eleven
in the night. This is a big town. As the Collector at this place signed
affixing his seal on the passport issued at Calcutta, everything is arranged
here ready and hence even though I reached the place at so late an hour no
difficulty is experienced. The track today is not like yesterday's track. It
is by the side of the Mahendra mountain and at certain places the track is
laid across paddy fields and the terrain is uneven at places with rivulets here
and there. Thus it is a troublesome track today. I heard that this track
will be much more troublesome during the rainy season. Eversince we
left Jagannatham there are no rains. People here are distressed due to the
drought conditions. But conveniently for us the sky is overcast with clouds,
as it is rainy season.
There are six ports in this district from where rice is exported to the
southern parts, namely 1. Ganjam 2. Mahisurkota, 3. Pudi, 4. Bharwa,
5. Swanapuram and 6. Kalingapatnam. Turmeric and such other things are
also exported to South through these ports. The weavers here are called
Devangas. There is a thick forest on our way to-day . The soil is perhaps
black clay. There is a village called Mantri Reddi on the way.
4th July, 1831
On Monday the fourth we got up at five after day-break and proceeded
for a place called Kancharla ten miles away and arrived there by ten. There
is a Dharmasala here constructed by a merchant family of this place by name
Adsolu (Ayipolu?) along with a garden and a well and handed it over to a
Gosayi. This Gosayi made it as his abode, installing a deity in it and worship-
ping it, he took possession of the landed property of the temple and stopped
all the facilities offered to travellers, never even allowing them to rest there.
So, the Sirasthadar of this District, Venkanna Pantulu, is constructing a
separate Dharmasala here also. The merchant community here suffered
recently from the bandits and they constructed fresh thatched houses for,
themselves and they offer goods to passers-by. We finished our cooking
and meals in this place near a well and started again at three for a place called
Kottapalli which is six miles from here and reached there by five.
1 *
There is a river called Mahendratanaya near this village.    This is
an Agraharam of brahmins,   As the country from here onwards is  South to